Medical liability in surgery for morbid obesity by adjustable gastric band: nine case reviews.
Adjustable gastric banding is recognized for its effectiveness in obtaining long-term weight loss with low morbidity-mortality for patients with morbid obesity. However, life-threatening complications can sometimes occur, and surgeons may end up in court. We analyzed complications, some of them lethal, arising from gastric banding surgery in nine patients and the main issues identified by the experts, contributing to the judge's decision. Gastric banding is considered a benign operation, but, of the nine cases examined herein, five resulted in death while the other four had serious consequences with several damages, especially aesthetic and psychological suffering. Perforations of the oesophagus or stomach remain the leading causes of complications; the experts identified several issues from the records that helped the judge to render a decision and condemn seven of the nine surgeons. Three types of faults were considered the responsibility of the doctors: the lack of patient information or incomplete medical records, a clumsy mistake or delay of appropriate treatment due to underestimation of clinical symptoms, and finally, failure to observe the proper indications. Expert opinion focused most often on criticism of postoperative behaviour and failure to make decisions according to the state of the art.